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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20436
November 15, 2013
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Re: USITC’s Freedom of Information Act Request 14-01

Dear ¢aiimms:

This is in response to your e-mail request dated October 21, 2013,
which we received October 22, 2013, In that document you requested, pursuant
to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), copies of all correspondence
between the Commissioners and (1) Rep. Bill Cassidy or William “Bill”
Cassidy from January 3, 2009 to present (2) Rep Steve Daines or Steven Daly
‘Steve” Daines from January 3, 2013 to present (3) Rep Shelley Capito or
Shelley Moore Capito from January 3, 2001 to present (4) Rep “Jack™
Kingston or John Heddens “Jack” Kingston from January 3, 1993 to present

" (5) Rep Paul Broun or Paul Collins Broun, Jr. from July 17, 2007 to present (6)
Rep Phil Gingrey or John Phillip “Phil” Gingrey from January 3, 2003 to
present, and (7) Rep Tom Cotton or Thomas B, “Tom” Cotton from January 3,
2013 to present,

We have found documents responsive to your request. They are
enclosed,

The Commission makes a public docket, EDIS, available on the
Internet at hitp://edis.usite.gov. You may want to use that application’s search
capability for further tesearch.

Please feel free to call me or Jacqueline Gross on 202-205-2000 with.
any questions.

Sincerely, | .

Lisa R. Barton
Acting Secretary
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Enclosures ,
1. Letter dated August 27, 2013 to the Honorable Bill Cassidy from

Chairman Irving A, Williamson
2. Letter dated August 14, 2013 to the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito

_from Chairman Irving A, Williamson
3. Letter dated August 9, 2013 to Chairman Trving A. Williamson from

the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
4. Letter dated July 31, 2013 to Chairman Irving A. Williamson from

the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito

5. Testimony dated July 18, 2013 from the Honorable Shelley Moore
Capito to Chairman Irving A, Williamson and the Commission

6. Leiter dated June 18, 2013 to the Honorable Phil Gingrey from
Chairman Irving A. Williamson

7. Letter dated June 7, 2013 to Chairman Irving A. Williamson from the

Honorable Phil Gingrey o
8. Letter dated September 19, 2012 to the Honorable Shelley Moore

Capito from Chairman Irving A, Williamson
9. Letter dated August 30, 2012 to Chairman Irving A, Williamson from

the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
10. Letter dated July 26, 2010 to Chairman Deanna Tanner Okun from

the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
11. Letter dated July 16, 2010 to Chairman Deanna Tanner Okun from

the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
12. Letter dated October 27, 2006 to the Honorable Shelley Moore

Capito from Chairman Daniel R. Pearson
13. Letter dated October 24, 2006 to Chairman Daniel R. Pearson from

the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
14. Letter dated August 23, 2006 to the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito

from Chairman Daniel R, Pearson
15, Letter dated August 11, 2006 to Chairman Daniel R, Pearson from

the Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
16. Letter dated June 20, 2005 to the Honorable Jack Kingston from

Chairman Stephen Koplan
17. Letter dated December 15, 2004 to the Honorable Jack Kingston from

Chairman Stephen Koplan
18. Letter dated November 30, 2004 to Chairman Stephen Koplan from

the Honorable Jack Kingston
19, Letter dated June 12, 1996 to the Hono1able Jack Kingston from

Chairman Peter S. Watson
20, Letter dated April 12, 1996 to Chairman Peter S. Watson ﬁom the

Honorable Jack Kingston




CHAIRMAN

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20436

“Augusi‘: 27, 2013

The Honorable Bill Cassidy
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Cassidy:

Thank you for your joint letter of August 9, 2013, with 11 fellow members of
the U.S. House of Representatives concerning Commissjon countervailing duty
investigations Nos, 701-TA-491-497 (Final), Frozen Warmwater Shrimp from
China, Ecuador, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam. You note
the importance of the U.S. shrimp industry to the Gulfregion, and ask that the
Commission, in making its determinations, give full and fair consideration to
the facts and positions submitted by the industry.

Your letter has been made a part of the Commission’s record in these
investigations, and the information you provide will be considered by the
Commission when it makes its determinations. The Commission is currently
scheduled to vote on its determinations on September 20, 2013, and to file its
determinations and written views by October 1, 2013. The Commission will
post a news release announcing its decisions on its website at www.usitc.gov
shortly after it votes, and will post a copy of the public version of its
determinations and written views on its website shortly after they are filed.

The U.S. Department of Commerce has made affirmative final determinations
in its investigations with respect to the subject imports from' China, Bcuador,
India, Malaysia, and Vietnam, and has made negative final determinations with
respect to the subject imports from Indonesia and Thailand. If the Commission
makes affirmative final determinations in one or more its investigations with
respect fo subject imports from China, Ecuador, India, Malaysia, and Vietnam,
Commerce will issue countervailing duty orders on imports of the products that
are the subject of those affinmative determinations.

We appreciéte your interest in these investigations, and thank you again for
writing,
' Sincerely, M

Trving A. Williamson
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August 9, 2013
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The Honorable Daniel R, Pearson
The Honorable Shara L. Atanoff
The Honotable Dean A. Pinkert
The Hanorable David 3. Johanson
The Honorable Meredith Broadbent
Commmissiongrs

, 'U S. Internatlonal Tradp Commiss;on
500 B Street, SW " .
Washington, DC 20436

Re:  Frozen Wannwate;éﬁrhnp from Chlina, Ecnador, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and
Vietnam Inv, Nos, 701-TA-491-497,

Dear Chauman ‘Williamson and Commissioners;

On.behalf of thie U,d, shrimp industry in the Gulf region, we are writing to ask that full and fa1r
consideration be provided in the Interational Trade Commission's (ITC) ihvestigation of whether the i
1.8, doméstic shrimp industry has besn maferially fnjured by subsidized imports of frozen warmwatex
shnmp from China, Ecuador, Indla, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thalland, and Vieam,; Rellef from massively
subsidized. shrithp irmpoﬂs from thess seven countfms is ciueial hot pily to the overall lopg-terni gurvival
of the entire Gulf shrimp indnstry, but to the economie and eultural well-being of this region as a whele.

The U.S. shrimp indpstry in. the Gulf and South Atlantic states is responsible for tens of
thousands of jobs and is a Tevenue soyrce that oontnbutes well over$1 hillion dollars appually to the U S,
e¢oriomy, Beyond being'the lifé-blood of the area with its luge economic impact, the shrimp industry is
integral to the rich cultural traditions of the Gulf region, Tt 1s thanks to the many family-owned and
operated companies that have worked In out gountry for generations, that Gulf shrimp hgs an envidble
yeputatlon as-being of the highest quality across the globe.

. Sadly, we believe the vitality of the U.S. shrimp industty is gfavely fhreatoned by unfair
competitien from abroad. It-has been widely reporled. that- China, Henador, India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Tmﬂand and Vietpani afe all urifairly subsidizing their shrimp indpstrits using ‘tactios such ag laige
government, graiits, loans far below marlet rates, debt forgiveness, extenslve tax breals, as well as
countless expott subsidies, We are told that these subsidized jmports hdve suppressed and dapressed ilie
prices U.S. producers are ‘able to get for thelr produet, making it increasingly moxe difficuli for them to
simply eover their eosts of producﬂon Tn fact, the Department: of Commetco found preliminary subsidy
margins rafging fiom 1 tg 62 percent in May 2013, and have instructed Customs and Barder Protectipn tq
begin. colleating bonds ta,cover the duties. Additionally, when the. Coalition of Gulf Shriinp Inidustries
(COGSI) filed this case in Decemnber 2012, they documented 7 staggeting $13:5 billion dollars from mors
than 100 alleged specific subsidy programs from tliese seven countries. Together, the subject eountries
exported over 883 million pounds of shrimp to-the United States in 2012, worth nearly $3.6 billion
dollars, and aceousting for elghty nine percent, of U.S. shnmp imports and over thres quarters of the

domestic market,
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We hopé that throughout thie irivestigation process, it becames increasingly clear that imposing
dities to counter the harmful foreign subsidies is critical to the survival of the U.S, slrimp mdusny and
the way of life of the thousands of shrimpers, docks and processors across the Gulf states. It is time to
confrorit their abuses of the international trade system and counter any unfair trade practices. Thus, we
strongly urge you give the facts and positions submitted by the U.S, shrimp industry in the Gulf région
fill and fair donsideration and to fully enforte the U.S, trade remedy laws, allowing the domestic industry

“to be able to compete under fiee and fair market conditions.

Sitcerely,
M.—#A’M’m‘”‘eﬁp
Chatles W Boustany, J Cediic Rxchmond
MEMBER, OF CONGR] MEMBER OF CONGRES S

Stéve Scalise Rodney Alexander T
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Terri. A, Sewell

MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBE OF CONGRIESS
Bem;ne G Thompsoh ra : I atngQrﬂgston
MEMBER OF CONGRESS - . MEMBER OF CONGRESS

MEMBER OF CONGRES G
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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20436
August 23, 2006

- The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Capito:

Thank you for your letter of August 11, 2006, concerning the Commission’s .
investigation Nos. 701-TA-442-443 and 731-TA~1095-1097 (Final), Certain Lined
Paper School Supplies firom China, India, and Indonesia. You note the importance of
the paper industry to West Virginia, and express support for the position of the

" domestic industry and its workers. '

Your letter has been made part of the Commission’s record in these investigations, and
it will be considered by the Commission when it makes its determinations. '

The Commission is currently scheduled to vote on its determinations on September 1,
.2006, and will transmit its determinations, written views, and summary of information
in the record to the U.S. Department of Commerce by September 21, 2006, The
Commission will post a copy of its press release announcing its vote on its website at

www.usite.gov shortly after the vote, and will post the public version of its
determinations and written views on its website shortly after they are transmitted to

Comimerce.

We appreciate your interest in these investigations, and thank you for writing.

Sinéerely,
AR A=
A 2
aniel R.‘ Pearson
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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20436 |

October 27, 2006

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20515

Dear Representative Capito:

Thank you for your letter of October 13, 2006, concerning the Commission’s reviews
in antidumping and countervailing duty investigation Nos. AA1921-197 (Second
Review), 701-TA-319, 320, 325-327, 348, and 350 (Second Review); and 731-TA-573,
574,576,578, 582-587, 612, and 614-618 (Second Review), Certain Carbon Steel
Products ﬁom Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Japan,
Korea, Mexico, Poland, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan, and the United Kingdom.
You note the importance of the steel industry to West Virginia and the nation, and
exptess concern that a recurrence of dumping in the absence of the orders would be
devastating to the recovery efforts still underway in the U.S. steel industry.

Your letter has been made part of the Commission’s record in these reviews; and the
information you provided will be considered by the Commission when it makes its
determinations. The Commission will also consider the information and arguments
submitted by all the participants in the reviews, including the testimony provided at the

Commission’s public hearings on October 17 and 19.

Under the statute, the Commission must determine whether revocation of the subject
orders would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury within a
reasonably foreseeable time to the relevant domestic industry. The Commission
expects to vote on its determinations in mid-December of this year, and will post a
copy of its press release announcing the vote on its website at www.usitc.gov shortly

thereafter.

We appreciate your interest in these reviews, and thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

Daniel R. Pearson

MIsRERA
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SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO WasHingToH, OC 205)5-4802
2ip DisTRICT, WEST VIRGINIA 202-225-27 1
4815 MACCORKLE Ave.

CHarteston, WV, 25304
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304-264-8810

WVAY.HOUSE.GOV/CARITO

Daniel Pearson
Chairman, US Intemational Trade Commission

500 E Street SW- | . Ef\" Q0T 2 4 2006 —O ??

‘Washington, DC 20436

Dear Mr. Chairman:

T am writing with respect to the International Trade Commission’s sunset hearing on
antidumping (“AD") and countervailing duty (“CVD’) orders with respect to corrosion-resistant

steel and cut-to-length plate,

Fair enforcement of AD/CVD laws is an important part of our country’s trade law,
American workers can compete with anyone in the world on a fair and level playing field. Unfair
trade practices make competition impossible for domestic companies and have cost thousands of
jobs and decimated cities across the country.

The corrosion resistant steel case is one of particular importance to West Virginia and the
entire country because of its impact on two of America’s most vital industries — the steel industry
and the anto industry. Both of these sectors have had their recent struggles and many thousands
of American workers have lost their jobs as a result.

Current AD/CVD orders were put in place in 1993 when the ITC found that the domestic
steel industry was harmed by dumped and subsidized imports that increased by 450,000 net tons
between 1990 and 1992 at a time when the domestic industry saw its operating income decrease
by 81 percent. The orders were effective in reducing subject imports by 48 percent.

I support efforts aimed at protecting America’s auto industry and believe that they should
have the opportunity to purchase steel at a fair market price. The steel industry has not fally
recovered from a series of damaging, illegal trade practices over the past two decades. Steel
companies are in the midst of restructuring their business models to enhance efficiencies and
ensure their long term competitiveness. A recurrence of dumping with margins ranging from 10 .
to 36 percent as the Department of Commerce estimates would be devastating to these efforts.

I ask that as you consider this case you ensure that fair trade practices are implemented to
protect jobs in both the auto and steel sectors.

Sincerely,

Bty Mane Capg
_ Shelley Mobre Capito, M.C.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED FAPER
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CHAIRMAN

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION

"WASHINGTON, D.C. 20436

July 26,2010

The Honorable Shelley Mooze, Capito
U.S. House of Representatives
‘Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Capito:

Thank you for your letter of July 16, 2010, concerning the Commission’s investigation No.
337-TA-688, Certain Hybrid Electric Vehicles and Components Thereqf, which the
Commission is conducting under section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1337). You
express concern about the impact that an action in this investigation might have on the U.S.
economy and on West Virginia, including employees at Toyota’s engine and transmission plant
in Buffalo, West Virginia, and Toyota dealers in West Virginia.

Since the time of your letter, several developments have occurred relating to this investigation:
(1) the parties in the investigation have entered into a settlement agreement; (2) the parties
“have filed a motion (on July 19, 2010} with the Commission’s administrative law judge (ALT)
assigned to this matter asking that he issue an initial determination terminating the
investigation on the basis of that agreement; and (3) the ALJ (on July 22, 2010) has issued an

initial determination to such effect.

The matter is now before the Commission. The ALJ’s initial determination will become the
Commission’s determination unless the Commission decides to review it. The Commission is
in the process of considering whether to review the initial determination and, once it decides,
will post a notice announcing its decision on its website at www.usitc.gov. :

‘We appreciate your interest in this investigation, and thank you again for writing.

Deanna Tann;r Okuh

Sincerely,
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July 16, 2010
The Honorable Deanna Okun . 0 é 2
Intetnational Trade Commission Ek —JuL 19 200
500 E Street, SW .

Washitigton, DC 20436
Re: Investigation No. 337-TA-688

Chairmz'm Okun:

1 am writing to express Kty coneeri about a pending investigation before the International Trade
Commission (ITC) regarding Toyota’s hybrid technology. Iunderstand that a petitionet, Pajce,
LLC, is seeking to ban imports 6f certain Toyota hybrid vehicles and engines, West Virginia is
home fo a Toyota plant that manufattures engines and transmissions, and 13 Toyota dealetships,
so [ am keenly interested in the outcome of this investigation.

Au exclusion order requested by Paice, LLC could adversely impact the production of hybrid
vehicles throughout the United States accofding fo Toyota Motor C01 poration,  Most
importantly, T am concerned about the impact it could have on the ecouomy Toyota’s hybrid
engines are currently used to produce the Camry Hybrid and a ban could deny U.S, consumers
‘one,of the most popular, fuel efficient vehicles on the road today. :

With a plant located in Buffalo, West Virginia, Toyola employs over 1,000 workers in my
district who depend on the continved production of Toyota engines. In the midst of an economic
downturn, tlie possibility of further job losses in West Vnguna and around the country is

distressing.

I would urge the Comunission to look caréfully at the implications a negative ruling could have
on'out economy when considering this investigation. Ilook forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Capfto, M.C.
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" CHAIRMAN

- UNITED STATES INTERNATIO.NAL TRADE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20436

September 19, 2012

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Capito: .

Thank you for your letter of August 30, 2012, concerning the Commission’s ant1dumpmg duty
reviews in investigations Nos, 731-TA-671-673 (Third Review), Silicomanganese from Brazil,
China, and Ukraine. You indicate the importance of the antidumping duty orders to the .
employees of Felman Productions, Inc., which produces the domestic product in your district in

Letart, West Virginia. You express support for continuation of the orders.

Your letter has been madé a part of the Commission’s record in these reviews, and the
information you provided will be considered by the Commission when it votes on its
determinations. The Commission held a public hearing in these reviews on September, 5, 2012,
and representatives of the domestic industry, including Pelman, participated, The Commission is
scheduled to vote on its determinations, on October 11, 2012, and to transmit its determinations
and written views to the U.S. Department of Cornmerce on or about October 24, 2012. The
Commission will issue a news release announcing its decisions shortly after the vote, and will
post gopies of the news release and the public version of its determinations and written views on

- its website at www.usitc.gov shortly after they become available..

Comrmerce has already made affirmative determinations in its reviews, finding that revocation of
the ant1dump1ng duty orders would likely lead to continuation or recurrence of dumping. For
each review on which the Commission makes an affirmative determination that revoking the

existing antidumping duty order would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of matenal
injury within a reasonably foreseeable time, Commerce will continue the antldumpmg duty

. order

We appreciate your interest in thése reviews, and thank you again for writing,

Sincerely,
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August 30, 2012 -
The Honorable Irving A, Williamson '
Honors - R—-A6 30 200 ~0S
Chairman ﬁ 0 5) :
U.S, International Trade Commission
500 E Street, S.W.

Washington, D,C, 20436

' Re: Silicomanganese from Brazil, China, and Ulkraine
Inv, Nos, 731-TA-671-673 (Third Review)

Dear Chairman Williamson:

I am writing today in strong support of continuation of the antidumping duty orders on
imports of silicomanganese from Brazil, China and Ukraine, which are currently under review by
the Commission, One of the two domestic producers of silicomanganese is Felman Production,
LLC, which is located in my district in Letart, West Virginia, I am very concerned about what
could happen to Felman Production and its more than 250 hard-working employees if these
orders were nof to be continued. In fact, revoking the orders might well open the door to a surge

of dumped imports into our market,

. Asyoulikely know from reviewing the record, Felman Production, LLC, began
operations in 2006 and is now a major local employer, In fact, in 2011, Felman Production
accounted for about 35 percent of all manufacturing workers within Mason County,
Additionally, Felman Production’s positive impact on the local economy encompasses mote than
just providing good jobs. A recent study by the College of Business and Economics of West
Virginia University concluded that Felman Production has contributed significant revenue to
both Mason County and the State. Specifically, Felman Production’s operations have
contributed over $150 million to Mason County and over-$§166 millien to the West Virginia
economy as a whole.! And in 2011, Felman Production’s expeniditurés of over $119 million
generated nearly $32 million of additional econtmic actlyity in Mason County.? o

Considering the current high unemployment rates both nationally and in Mason County, I
believg it is of the utmost importance to protect the jobs offered by domestic manufacturers like

L Economic Impact of Felman Production, Inc, on West Virginla 2011, Bureau of Business and Economic Research,
College of Business and Economics, West Virginia University, at 3-5 (January 2012), )

2 1d at4,
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Felman Production against unfair trade. The evidence in the public record compiled by your
staff makes clear that Brazil, China, and Ukraine are focused on growing their already massive
silicomanganese industries. Additionally, the Commission’s Public Prehearing Staff Repott
indicates that the subject countries also remain substantially export-oriented due to significant
surplus product, Thus, there is little to stop subject produce1s from inundating the U,S. market

with dumpecl Jmports if the orders are revoked,

Indeed, the domestic industry is also especially vulnerable to injuty from unfair imports
because silicomanganese, a ferroalloy used as an input in steel production, is a fungible :
commodity product. Thus, ptice is of critical importance to purchasers. Consequently, a flood
of unfairly-priced imports would vety likely decimate domestic producers who would be forced

to lower their prices to unsustainable levels or cease production,

The International Trade Commission has now reviewed these orders twice, Each time,
the Commission unanimously voted to keep the orders in place. I very much appreciate the role
the Commission has played in continuing to ensure that West Virginia’s companies and workers

are freated fairly when facing illegal trade practices.

In closing, I am quite cettain that Felman Production’s entrance into the market in 2006 is
due in large part to the discipline on import volumes and prices imposed by the orders on imports
from Brazil, China, and Ukraine. When dumping of a foreign product into our market is offset
by the imposition of an antidumping duty order, market conditions which had been distorted by

the dumping are restored, and domestic industries can thrive,

I respectfully submit that these orders continue to be necessaty to maintain conditions of
fair competition and pricing in this important industry to West Virginia and the overall domestic
economy. Iam confident that you and your colleagues will carefully review the record that is
being compiled in this sunset review and arrive at the same conclusion.

Sincerely,

Ml Mona Cogeta

Shelley Mgore Capito, M.C,




Rep..Shelley Moore Capito
Testimony to the U.S. International Trade Commission
. July 18, 2013
Silicomanganese from India, Kazakhstan, and Venezuela
Inv, Nos. 731-TA~929-931 (Second Review).

Chairman Williamson and Members of the Commission;

, Thank you for giving me the opportunity to appear before you today in support of the
jobs of undreds of workerts in my home state of West Virginia. I have been privileged to testify
before the Commission during past cases impacting West Virginia’s steel industry. I also wrote
to the commission when you considered a similar case related the dumping of silicomanganese
from Brazil, China, and the Ukraine last year, I appreciate very much the important role that this
Commission plays in making sure that American businesses are allowed to compete on a fair

playing field against international competitors.

I am testifying today in strong support of the antidumping duty orders on imports of
silicomanganese from India, Kazakhstan, and Venezuela, One of the two U.S. producers of
silicomanganese is Felman Production, LLC, which is located in Letart, Mason County, West
Virginia. When I wrote to the Commission last yea, the facility was in my congressional
district. While this year’s redistricting has left the facility just outside of my district, many

Felman employees remain my constituents.

Felman Production employs over 270 hardworking West Virginians, whose jobs could be
permanently lost if the antidumping orders are not renewed. After reviewing the data, I am
convinced that revocation of the antidumping duty orders on silicomanganese from India,
Kazalhstan, and Venezuela would lead to material injury to Felman Production.

Felman Production began operations in 2006, and has grown to become a major local
employer in Mason County, West Virginia. A recent study by the College of Business and
Economics of West Virginia University concluded that Felman Production has contributed
significant revenue to both Mason County and the State. Between 2011 and 2012, the number of
Felman’s workers increased from 256 to 273, In Mason County, Felman’s operation generated a
total business volume impact of over $165 million. Itis also worth noting that the 273 workers
Felman employs account for about 41 percent of all manufacturing workers within Mason
County. Felman Production alone accounts for three percent of the total property taxes in Mason
County, In West Virginia’s economy as a whole, Felman's operation generated over $187.2
million that supported 524 direct and indirect jobs and $31.2 million in employee compensation.

In addition, it is evident that Felman played an important role in attracting the Armstrong
World Industries, which produces mineral wool, to establish a manufacturing plant in
: neighboring Jackson County, West Virginia. Armstrong is investing around $40 million in the
Jackson County plant and providing approximately 200 construction jobs. Once the plant is fully
opérational, it will hire 45 permanent employees, Armstrong requires slag product to produce
_mineral wool. Felman, located about 10 miles from Armstrong, has the opportunity to become




Armstrong’s main supplier of slag, which Felman produces as a by-product. Felman’s proximity
to Armstrong would not only allow just-in-time delivery but also lower transportation costs.

Ifthe jobs generated by Felman Production were lost, it would likely increase Mason
. County’s unemployment rate to around 14 percent, which would leave Mason County with one
of the highest unemployment rates in the state and nearly double the current national rate.

The low price of silicomanganese has had a significant negative itnpact on Felman’s
West Virginia operations. In June the company was forced to idle its operations for three
months, Ifear that the end of antidumping orders could lead to an even longer idling of the
facility that would multiply the harm to Felman’s workers and their families, as well as the
Mason County community. Therefore, it is of the utmost importance to protect the jobs offered
by domestic manufacturers like Felman Production against unfair trade.

The evidence in the public record compiled by your staff makes it clear that India,
Kazakhstan, and Venezuela are focused.on growing their silicomanganese exports. In the past
five years India’s exports have grown from 254,286 shott tons to 1,024,597 short tons. From
2011 to 2012 exports from Kazakhstan grew from 126,176 short tons to 209,200 short tons.
While Venezuela has exported a smaller amount of silicomanganese, its exports increased
significantly between 2007 and 2012, Production in all three countries became more export
driven over that five year period. There is little to prevent an influx of silicomanganese to the
domestic market if the anti-dumping orders are not renewed,

A domestic company like Felman Production is especially vulnerable to injury from
unfair imports because silicomanganese is a fungible commodity product. As one would assume
with a fungible commodity product, price i8 of critical impottance to purchasers. Consequently,
a flood of unfairly-priced imports would very likely decimate domestic producers who would be
forced to lower their prices to unsustainable levels, or cease production entirely. Therefore, there
is a large monetary incentive for the silicomanganese producers in India, Kazakhstan, and
Venezuela to inundate the U.S, market with cheap imports. The Commission recognized these
facts when it imposed antidumping duty orders. In order to protect domestic business the
antidumping duty orders on imports must be continued.

‘When dumping of a foreign product into our market is offset by the imposition of an
antidumping duty order, market conditions which had been distorted by the dumping are
restored, and domestic indusiries can thrive. In the case of Felman, the success of the domestic
industry means hundreds of jobs and substantial investment in a rural part of West Virginia. On
the other hand, the failure of the domestic industry would deal a catastrophic blow to West
" Vitginia families and the surrounding communities.

I respectfiilly submit that these orders continue to be necessary to mainfain conditions of
fair competition and pricing in this important industry to West Virginia and the overall domestic
economy. I very much appreciate the role that the International Trade Commission has played in
continuing to ensure that West Virginia’s companies and workers are treated fairly when facing
illegal trade practices. I am confident that you and your colleagues will carefully review the




record that has been compiled and arrive dt the conclusion that these anti-dumping orders remain
necessary. 4

Again, thaﬁk you for the opportunity to appeat before the Commission today.




CHAIRMAN

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRA DE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20436
August 14, 2013

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Déar Representative Capito:

Thank you for your joint letter of July 31, 2013, with Congressional Steel Cancus
Chairman Murphy and Vice Chairman Visclosky and 24 fellow Members of the
House of Representatives concerning the Commissjon’s countervailing duty and
antidumping duty investigations Nos. 701-TA-499-500and 731-TA-1215-1223
(Preliminary), Certain Oil Country Tubular Goods From India, Koveq, Philippines,
Saudi Avabia, Taiwen, Thailond, Turkey, Ulraine, and Vietnam. You expiess support
for affirmative preliminary determinations in these investigations,

Your letter has been miade a part of the Commission’s record in these investigations
and the information that you provided will be considered by the Comnission when it
males its determinations in these investigations. The Commission expects to vote on
its preliminary determinations in these investigations on August 16, 2013, and to
notify the U.S. Departinent of Commerce of those determinations on that same day,
The Commission will post a news release announcing its decisions on its website at
www.usitc.gov shortly after it votes, and will post the public version of its
determinations and written views on its website shortly after notifying Commerce of

their availability.

If the Commission makes affirmative preliminary determinations, Commerce will
continue to conduct its investigations on imports of these products, If both agencies
make affirmative final determinations in their respective investigations, Commerce
willissue countervailing duty and antidumping duty orders on imports of the products
that are the subject of those affirmative determinations. '

We appreciate your interest in these investigations, and thank you again for writing,

moerely,

@ // JL/) /I// /Ozwaozf’h

Irving A. Williamson




@ongrezs of the Wnited Stafes
Wershington, B 20515

Tuly 31, 2013

The Honorable Irving A. Williamson ' Z%;JUL 30 208 — 03 6

Chairman
U.S. International Trade Commission

. 500 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20436

Re:  Oil Country Tubular Goods (OCTG) from India. Korea, Philippines, Sandi
Arabia, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, Ukraine, and Vietnam (701-TA-499-

500-and 731-TA-1215-1223 (Preliminary))

Dear Chairman Williamson:

We are writing to express support for our constituents in the domestic steel industry as it pertains
to the ongoing investigation of unfairly-traded imports from countries in the above-referenced

cage filed on. July 2, 2013,

The U.S. oil country tubular goods industry (OCTG) represents a critical segment in our nation’s
steel sector. Domestic pipe and tube makers produce highly advanced and valuable products that
serve an array of energy producers and midstream companies, The health of the domestic OCTG
industry is essential to the country’s ability to secure emergy independence and take full
advantage of the economic opportunity posed by development of offshore resources and vast
new shale play areas. OCTG manufacturers are also important customers of the nation’s steel
industry, acquiring the flat-rolled and billet products necessary to make OCTG, finished goods.

‘While this segment of the steel industry has fought back to recover from the recession, the
growth in development of the Marcellus Shale, Barnett Shale, and other oil and gas fields was
looked at as a promising opportunity for manufacturers. Instead, the industry has faced a
contimied onslaught of unfairly-traded and illegally subsidized imports from the above-named

countries.

Imports of OCTG from the subject countries increased from 840,000 net tons in 2010 to more

than 1,770,000 net tons'in 2012, The rise in ifports has continued into 2013 and, as a result, the

domestic industry has experienced lost sales and a deterioration of its financial position — even |

in a period of historically strong demand. frmport data show that prices for subject products have

been consistently and dramatically undersold in the market; the petitions in these proceedings '
allege dutnping margins that-typically exceed 30 percent, and in most cases are far higher,

Unfairly-traded imports cannot be allowed to take sales and jobs away from American workers
and employers, It is pattioularly troubling in the context of an industry that has seen repeated
surges of unfair trade in recent yeats. At a time when manufacturing and employment is still
depressed, it is vital ’that the Commissjon take action to ensure Amenoan producers can compets

on a level playing field.
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The Commission must fully and effectively enforce our trade laws, and ensure that foreign

producers zefusing to play by the mles are not permitted to injure.American workefs and

~ companies. Therefore, we urge you to make an affirmative preliminary determination in-this
proceeding and allow a full and comprehenSWe investigation of the allegations in the petitions.

. Sincetrely,

Tim Murphy © Peter {/ Visclasky
Vice Chajtman
Congressional Steel Caucus

Congressional Steel Caucus

.WﬂM Lo e

Robert Brag§ Rick Crawford
Member of Co'illgress Member of Congress

Dy bitedaert

oyle
Memb rof Congress Member of Congress
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Gene Green
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Brjan Higgift . Bill Idhnson
Member of Congress - Member of Congress
Walter B. Kocds MayfyKaptur '
Member of Congress -~ Member of Congress

3 Dave Loebsack
Member of Congress Member of Congress

PSS

(
T —Hilly g ~~ Pairick Meehan
Member of Congress ' * Member of Congress

- Shﬂw Moore Capito -
Member of Congress : - Member of Congress




Honorable Jack Kingston
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20515

Dear Congressman Kingston:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning import duties on gum rosin. You
indicate that a duty suspension that covered gum rosin imports from Indonesia
and Brazil expired in July 1995, and ask that we update you on the status and
potential for reinstating the suspension and whether the tariff subheading for
gum rosin, because it is a 10-digit number, provides flexibility in setting duty

rates.

To the best of our knowledge, Congress has never enacted legislation to
suspend the duty on imports of gum rosin. Rather, gum rosin from Indonesia
and Brazil was eligible for duty free treatment under the Generalized System
of Preferences (GSP) program, but legislation authorizing the GSP program
expired on July 31, 1995, Since that time, all goods that previously entered
duty free under the GSP program have been dutiable at the column 1 general
rate of duty, which in the case of gum rosin is 5 percent ad valorem.

Legislation is currently pending in the Senate that would extend and amend the
GSP program and make the extension retroactive. The Senate version of HLR.
3074, as amended by the Senate Committee on Finance, would extend the GSP
program to May 12, 1997, and the extension would be retroactive to July 31,
1995. The bill would provide for refunds on request of any duty paid between
July 31, 1995, and the effective date of the bill (October 1, 1996). The bill was
reported out of the Finance Committee on May 13, 1996, The version of H.R,
3074 passed by the House does not include a GSP extension provision. Further
information on the bill can be found in the Finance Committee’s report on the

bill (S. Rept. No. 104-270).




Honorable Jack Kingston page 2

Gum rosin ig provided for in subheading 3806.10.00.10 of the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule (HTS). The first eight numbers in the HT'S subheading are the
tariff rate line (legal) level. The additional two numbers (the second “10") are
statistical reporting suffixes only, The tariff rate line level (the eight-digit
level) is the controlling level for duty rates. All goods described within
statistical reporting suffixes (i.e., at the 10-digit level) under a given eight-digit
rate line level are dutiable at the same rate, Rates of duty are set by Congress,
or by the President pursuant to authority delegated by Congress.

If'we can be of further assistance, please feel free to call upon us,

Sincerely,

Hged) Beter 8. Watson

Peter S, Watson
Chairman

W.Gearhart/838a.wwg/5-23-96
‘¢&:  Chairman (W%’qk
Congressional Liaisoft
GC L% é/éo 90
Gearhart
R Randall, ID-CH







